APPLEBY-IN-WESTMORLAND
TOWN COUNCIL
Karen Lowthrop : Town Clerk
Telephone : 017683 51177
Email :clerk@applebytown.org.uk
www.applebytown.org

Town Clerk’s Office
Moot Hall
Boroughgate
Appleby-in-Westmorland
Cumbria
CA16 6YB

9th February 2022
Dear Councillor,
Notice is hereby given, and you are summoned to attend the virtual meeting of Appleby-in-Westmorland Town Council’s Property
Committee to be held in the SUPPER ROOM on MONDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2022 at 6.45pm or at the rising of the Planning and
General-Purpose Committee.
Members of the Public and Press are invited to attend.
Yours sincerely

Karen Lowthrop
Karen Lowthrop - Town Clerk

AGENDA
1.

Apologies for Absence
To receive and note apologies for absence.

2.

Declarations of interest
Members to give notice of any disclosable pecuniary interest, other registrable interest or any other interest and the
nature of that interest in relation to any item on the agenda in accordance with the adopted code of conduct.

3. Actions from the Previous Minutes
To review and provide an update regarding the actions detailed in the minutes of the last meeting. (Minutes
attached).
• Maintenance plan for the Public Hall
• Cloisters repair
• Dowpitts Wood (Report attached)
4.

Chairman’s Report
To receive the Chairman’s Report and answer any Councillors’ questions

5.

Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas
Councillors to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for
future agendas. (Councillors are reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.)

6.

Date of the Next Meeting
To note that the next meeting of the Property Committee will be held in the Moot Hall on Monday 14th March 2022
at 7.45pm (or upon the rising of the Planning and General-Purpose Committee).
For the attention of all members of the Property Committee:Chairman:
Vice Chairman:

Cllr Anderton
Cllr Rooke
Cllr Connell
Cllr Dougherty
Cllr Hayes (Mayor ex Officio)
Cllr Chalmers (Deputy Mayor ex Officio)
Cllr Davidson
Cllr K Wignall
Cllr Curley
Cllr Pape
Cllr F Potts
Cllr H Potts

Copies to all remaining members of the Council for information

APPLEBY-IN-WESTMORLAND TOWN COUNCIL
Karen Lowthrop: Town Clerk
Telephone: 01763 51277
Email: clerk@applebytown.org.uk
Facebook: Appleby-in-Westmorland
Twitter: @applebycouncil

www.applebytown.org

Town Clerk’s Office
Moot Hall
Boroughgate
Appleby-in-Westmorland
Cumbria
CA16 6YB

PROPERTY COMMITTEE MINUTES
FOR THE MEETING HELD IN THE PUBLIC HALL ON
MONDAY 10TH JANUARY 2021 at 7.55 PM
Present:
Cllr Anderton (Chairman)
Cllr Rooke
Cllr H Potts
Cllr G Hayes (Mayor ex Officio)
Cllr J Chalmers (Deputy Mayor ex Officio)
Cllr K Wignall
Cllr Pape
Cllr Curley
Cllr P Davidson
Cllr Connell
Cllr Dougherty
PR1/01/22

Also, in attendance:
Cllr T Wignall
Cllr Stephenson
Assistant to the Town Clerk
Town Clerk

Apologise for Absence

Cllr F Potts – Long term absence noted
PR2/01/22

Declarations of Interest

Cllr Connell declared a personal interest in relation to any item on the agenda that relates to Cumbria County Council
and Eden District Council.
PR3/01/22
•
•

Actions from the Previous Minutes

Maintenance plan for the Public Hall: Still ongoing
Cloisters repair: Cllr Anderton informed the committee about the meeting held to discuss the costs of
repairing the Cloisters. The biggest priority is fixing the roof. Chairman to update at next meeting

PR4/01/22

The Moot Hall Update

The Clerk informed the committee that the Moot Hall project is currently behind schedule due to the adverse weather
before Christmas.
PR5/01/22

Chairman’s Report

There was no Chairman’s report for this meeting
PR6/01/22
•

Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas

Barrowmoor Playground

PR7/01/22

Date of the Next Meeting

To note the next meeting of the Property Committee will be held IN THE PUBLIC HALL on
Monday 10th January 2022 at 7:45 or at the rising of the Planning and G.P. Committee
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm

AT THE COUNCIL MEETING ON:

WEDNESDAY 19th January 2022

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING WAS AUTHORISED BY THE COMMITTEE TO SIGN THESE MINUTES TO CONFIRM THEM
BEING A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD:

________________________________________

Visual Tree Assessment and woodland
management plan
For Dowpits Wood
Provided by Evolve Tree Surveys

Carried out by
Josh Ledbury
1st February 2022
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1.

Introduction

1.1

Terms of Instruction

1.1.1

The report has been commissioned by Karen Lowthorp, The Town
Clerk for Appleby in Westmorland.

1.1.2

The instruction was to undertake a basic level visual tree inspection
on at Dowpits wood to identify and remedy trees which pose a
higher risk.

1.2

Scope of Project

1.2.1

To provide a written visual tree condition report on the trees,
which pose a risk to the public and property. The trees will be
inspected and work recommended according to there location.
Trees in the middle of the wood are acknowledged to have a lower
risk than those close to footpaths and higher use areas.

1.2.2

To highlight any tree which requires work to reduce the risk is
poses.

1.2.3

To highlight any tree which requires further inspection.

1.2.4

To suggest any replanting where appropriate.

1.2.5

To identify each tree covered in the inspection by marking them
with aluminium tree tags.

1.2.6

Only trees which have been identified as requiring work have been
tagged.

1.3

Caveats and limitations

1.3.1

The report is for the sole use of the client and its reproduction or
use by anyone else is forbidden unless written consent is given by
the author.

1.3.2

This is an arboriculture report and as such no reliance should be
given to comments relating to buildings, engineering or soil.

1.3.3

This is a basic level visual tree condition inspection and a more
detailed inspection of internal decay or and aerial inspection can
be supplied but would be subject to a further fee.

1.3.4

This is not a report to be used to accompany a planning application
and provides no detail for this.

1.3.5

All tree inspections have been undertaken from ground level and
no climbing inspections were undertaken for this report.

1.3.6

In this report all dimensions of trees and their associated parts are
based on estimation.

1.3.7

Trees are growing dynamic structures, whilst reasonable effort has
been made to identify defects within the trees, no guarantee can
ever be given that the tree is absolutely safe due to the
unpredictable laws and forces of nature. As a result of this natural
failure can and will happen and extreme climatic conditions can
cause damage in trees which visually appear to be healthy.

1.3.8

Trees are living organisms whose health, condition and structure
can change quickly and without warning. Therefor the contents of
this report are valid for a period of one year from the date of this
survey unless an earlier re-inspection time is recommended.

1.3.9

On undertaking the recommended works, your chosen contractor
must without delay report any defects, which become apparent
whilst climbing or working on the trees covered in this report to
the appropriate person.

1.3.10 This is an arboricultural report any comments regarding ecological
or archaeological data should be followed with professional advice
in that speciality.
1.3.11 Due to phenology of certain fungi, their fruiting bodies may only
show at certain times of the year, predominantly in late
summer/autumn, it is therefor recommended that trees are

inspected every 6 or 18 months to allow the surveyor to see the
trees and fungi during the different seasons.
1.3.12 Protected flora and fauna may not be noticed during the
assessment of the trees. A professional ecologists report would be
recommended for this purpose.
1.3.13 No samples of fungi or trees will be sent for analysis to confirm the
species unless requested. All identifications will be made based
upon experience and identification guides. Where every effort is
made that the specimens are identified accurately, there may be
misidentified specimens.
1.3.14 The trees were viewed in full leaf, this does obscure parts of the
tree, for a complete inspection of the trees it is recommended that
the larger trees have an aerial inspection to check the structure
which can not be seen from the ground.

1.4

Documents Provided

1.4.1

A previous tree survey and woodland management plan was
provided dated 2017. It is apparent that some if no all of the work
was carried out from this survey. The majority of the work was
felling.

1.5

Relevant background information

1.5.1

The woodland was once a well-used area and a valuable asset to
the town. It has since become less used and sees very little
maintenance. It is the intention of the council to improve the
overall amenity value of the woodland and to encourage its use
once again.

2

Qualifications and Insurance

2.1.1

Professional indemnity insurance and Public Liability insurance is
held with Arborisk Insurance with values of £1m and £5m
respectively.

2.1.2 Josh Ledbury holds the Level 3 technicians certificate in
arboriculture
2.1.3 Josh Ledbury is a Technicians Member of the Arboriculture
Association

3

Data Collection

3.1

Site Visit

3.1.1 The site visit was carried out on the 31st January and 1st February.
The weather was calm with a mix of rain, cloud and clear sky’s.
3.1.2 The trees were bare of leaf during the visit, the physiological health
of the tree has been based on the abundance of buds.
3.1.3 The inspection was carried out at ground level.

3.2

Site description

3.2.1 Owned by Appleby Council the woodland site on a steep bank
heading down to the river Eden. It is made up mostly of naturalised
and native broadleaf with Oak, Ash and Beech being the most
prominent large trees. It has an under story of younger trees. The
woodland has several poorly maintained footpaths, one is a circular
path around the woodland and the other is a diagonal path SE to
NW. Both are in a state of disrepair, some of the wooden steps have
eroded away only leaving the pegs in place which have now become
more of a hinderance and hazard.

No Live stock is grazed or has access to the woodland. The woodland
is enclosed for the most part, The neighbouring farmers fields have
sufficient fencing to keep the livestock from entering the woodland.
The fences along side the play park and houses is for the most part
fallen apart.
Access to the woodland is through a ‘kissing gate’ located by the
play park, another style is located at the NW corner although the
fencing has also fallen down next to this.
Access to the woodland is limited to only a small amount of people
due to the lack of graded footpaths. It should be noted though that
this woodland is unlikely to be made to have access for all due to
the steep bank which it occupies.
3.3

Method of Data Collection

3.3.1

All trees have been inspected using the visual tree assessment
(VTA) method.

3.3.2

Individual trees inspected have been tagged with aluminium tree
tags, which matches the tree number on the schedule.

3.3.3

The tree tags are held in with nails, which protrude from the trunk
by around 1”, this is to allow for expansion of the trunk before the
tags have to be replaced.

3.3.4

The tags and nails should be checked and removed and replaced if
the tree starts to include them.

3.3.5

The aerial map indicates which area has the surveyed trees within
it.

3.3.6

Tree species have been recorded with both botanical names and
common names.

3.3.7

Comments and additional notes, where appropriate, have been
recorded to describe a specific fault.

3.3.8

The priority for the works is classified into the following 6
categories:

1
2
3
4
5
6

3.3.9

Works must be carried out immediately within 24 hours
Works must be undertaken within 1 month
Works must be undertaken within 3 months
Works must be undertaken within 6 months
Works must be undertaken within 1 year
Work to be carried out is not due to a safety concern,
due to a nominal risk, but will enhance the area and
surrounding flora and fauna through being carried out.
This will remove trees that will pose a higher risk in the
future and allows for new planting to be carried out to
maintain a healthy age diverse tree stock.

Recommended works, if any, describe the actions needed to
reduce the risk presented by the observed fault. Whether
physiological or structural or to recommend works to an individual
tree or group of trees which will have a positive effect on the
surrounding trees to be retained for aesthetics and arboricultural
values.

3.3.10 All work recommended should be logically carried out in order of
priority starting with the most urgent work.

3.4

Summary of Data

3.4.1 15 trees have been highlighted as requiring work.
3.4.2 The recommended works has taken into account the area is
currently a woodland setting which sees a low amount of traffic and
has no obvious areas where people would stop and spend time. For
this reason standing dead trees and dead wood near paths have
been left as it is valuable habitat in woodlands. This may need to be
reviewed in future survey as the woodland becomes more widely
used and sees a higher number of people enjoying it.

4

Tree Protection

4.1

Tree Preservation Order and Conservation Area

4.1.1

The Woodland does not sit within a conservation area.

4.1.2

No information can be found regarding TPO’s.

4.2

Felling licenses

4.2.1 Tree felling is also controlled under the Forestry Act 1967. Under
this act there is an exemption for the need for a felling license.
“Felling necessary for the prevention or abatement of a nuisance
(e.g. which may involve a threat of danger to a third party)”
4.2.2 The works recommended in this report under priority categories 1,
2, 3, 4 & 5 fall under this exemption. It is still recommended that the
Forestry Commission is contacted prior to any works started to deal
with any concerns raised by the public.
4.2.3 The works recommended under priority category 6 may be subject
to requiring a felling license, which can be gained from the Forestry
Commission. Exemptions below do not need a felling license:
Location
Trees in a garden
Trees in an orchard
Trees in a churchyard
Trees in a designated open space (Commons Act 1899)

Type of
Work

Pruning trees
Pollarding trees

Volume Felling less than 5 cubic metres in a calendar quarter
and
Felling trees with the following diameter measured
Diameter at 1.3 metres from ground level
8cm or less for felling
10cm or less for thinning
15cm of less for coppicing

5.

General Notes and Observations

5.1

Ivy

5.1.1

Some of the trees have Ivy growing around either there base, trunk
or canopies. Whilst Ivy alone is not often a problem to the
condition of the trees, unless the tree is already in poor health, it
does make a visual tree assessment difficult as defects within the
tree can be obscured.

5.1.2

It is recommended to severe the Ivy on all significant trees with ivy
obscuring parts of the tree and the tree is in a location where it
poses a higher risk such as along side
buildings/footpaths/Playparks, this is to allow the ivy to die back
and allow the re-inspection of ivy covered trees. The specification
for the ivy severing is to remove a 300mm section of the Ivy around
the entire circumference of the tree.

5.2

Deadwood

5.2.1

The majority of trees contain deadwood the likelihood of it falling
and causing injury is very low. Only dead wood over regularly used
paths or other high use area or which can easily be climbed on has
been recommended to be removed. As the woodland becomes
better maintained and sees a higher number of people on the
paths more deadwood may need removing in future.

5.2.1

Deadwood in trees is a benefit to wildlife, in the right situation
major deadwood may be shortened to reduce the risk of failure
whilst retaining ecological benefits. The lengths to which it should
be shortened will be specified in the work recommendations.

5.2.1

Where possible it has been recommended to leave the stumps of
some trees being felled higher. This is to leave some larger pieces
of standing deadwood. Standing deadwood decomposes
differently to wood on the ground and therefor offers a different
habitat and hosts different species of insect.

6.

Summary

6.1.1

The report has highlighted 15 trees, the works recommended
should be carried out logically, starting with the highest priorities
first. The majority of the works is removing dead trees with some
more minor pruning.

7.

Recommendations

7.1

Tree works standards

7.1.1

Tree work should be carried out by specialist’s contractors. They
should carry a minimum of £5m public liability insurance.
Works should be carried out to the following British Standards:
BS3998:2010 Recommendations for Tree Works
BS4043:1989 Recommendations for Transplanting
Root-balled trees
The chosen contractors should be chosen on a combinations of
qualifications, experience and price, to ensure good quality work.

7.2

Decay and cavity inspection

7.2.3

When further investigation is recommended, this refers to having a
PiCUS test carried out on the tree, this is a device which, using
sound waves can gauge the extent of decay within the tested area.

7.2

Re-inspection Requirements

7.2.1

This report is valid for 1 year after the date written on the front
page. It is therefor recommended that the trees should be reinspected annually.

7.2.1

As stated in 1.3.11 depending on the species of fungi the time
when their fruiting bodies appear varies. It is recommended that
every 6 months a brief walk through inspection should be carried

out to highlight any fungi, which may not have been present when
the initial survey was undertaken.

Evolve Tree Surveys

Appendix 1: Overview map

Contact@evolvetreesurveys.com
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Appendix 2: Tree Survey Table
Tree ID

T1

T2

Tag No

456

457

Common Name Botanical Name Ground/Roots

Common Beech Fagus sylvatica

Common Beech Fagus sylvatica

Normal

Normal

Stem
Cracked /
included
bark;Multi
stemmed

Branches/Crown

Minor dead
wood

Major dead
wood;Damage /
Multi stemmed wounding;Old
pruning
wounds;Pollard

Leaf/buds

Normal

Normal

Next Survey
(Months)

Co dominant
Reduce by
Only reduce
stem with a
potential failure 2.5m;Reduce seestem on the path
point at the
further info
side
union.

5- 1 Year

18

Remove all
deadwood over
path/road

4- 6 Months

18

4- 6 Months

18

4- 6 Months

18

4- 6 Months

18

4- 6 Months

6

N/A

T3

458

Common Beech Fagus sylvatica

Normal

Old pruning
wounds

Snapped
Hanging
branch;Major
dead wood

T4

458

Common Oak Quercus robur

Normal

Ivy covered

Major dead
wood;Minor
dead wood

Normal

N/A

T5

459

Common Oak Quercus robur

Normal

Ivy covered

Minor dead
wood;Major
dead wood

Normal

N/A

Normal

Minor dead
wood;Major
Multi stemmed
dead
wood;Snapped
Hanging branch

Normal

N/A

Normal

Minor dead
Multi
wood;Major
stemmed;Minor
dead
wood;Minor
cavities
cavities

Normal

T6

T7

T8

460

108

461

Common Ash

Fraxinus
excelsior

Common Oak Quercus robur

Common Ash

Fraxinus
excelsior

Normal

Normal

N/A

Apical die
back;Major dead 50% dead /
Minor cavities
absent
wood;Epicormic
growths

Work
Recommendatio Further info
ns

Priority

Comments

N/A

Remove all
deadwood over
N/A
path/road;Remo
ve Hanging
Branch
Remove all
deadwood over
Remove dead
path/road;Remo
wood from over
ve 300mm
play park also
section of Ivy as
base
Remove all
deadwood over
Remove dead
path/road;Remo
wood over play
ve 300mm
park also
section of Ivy as
base
Remove all
deadwood over
N/A
path/road;Remo
ve Hanging
Branch

Large limb over
Remove all
Reduce limb
footpath has
damage on the deadwood over over footpath by
top side.
5- 1 Year
path/road;Reduc 2m. Keep cuts
e see further below 75mm
Potentially
info
where possible.
weakening the
limb
Wood and chip
can be left in the
Tree is in severe Fell cut stump as
wood in a safe 4- 6 Months
decline
low as possible
and stable
position

18

N/A

Tree ID

Tag No

T9

462

T10

463

Common Name Botanical Name Ground/Roots

Stem

Branches/Crow
n

Leaf/buds

Comments

N/A

Common Oak Quercus robur

Normal

Ivy covered

Minor dead
wood

Normal

Acer
pseudoplatanus

Normal

Major
cavities;Ivy
covered

Minor dead
wood

Normal

Sycamore

Snapped
Hanging
Multi stemmed
branch;Minor
dead wood

T11

464

Bird Cherry

Prunus padus

Normal

T12

465

Common Ash

Fraxinus
excelsior

Normal

Leaning;Dead

T13

466

Common Ash

Fraxinus
excelsior

Normal

Fungus or decay

T14

Common Ash

Fraxinus
excelsior

Failed

Hung up

T15

A group

N/A

Failed

Hung up;Dead

Work
Further info
Recommendatio
ns
Remove 300mm
N/A
section of Ivy as
base

Priority

Next Survey
(Months)

5- 1 Year

18

Large cavity at
Remove 300mm
the base. Ivy will
section of Ivy as
cause additional
base
wind loading.

N/A

4- 6 Months

18

Normal

N/A

Remove Hanging
Branch

N/A

5- 1 Year

18

Dead

All dead / absent

N/A

N/A

5- 1 Year

N/A

Apical die
back;Minor dead
wood;Major
dead wood

Fell cut stump as
low as possible

50% dead /
absent

5- 1 Year

N/A

5- 1 Year

N/A

2- 1 Month

N/A

Leave main stem
Fungi at base,
Fell eave main at 5m. Stack
likely honey
trunk standing wood and brash
fungus
nearby
Fallen tree hung
Stack brash and
Fell cut stump as
Dead
All dead / absent up in under
wood so it is
low as possible
story
safe and stable
Multiple fallen
Stack brash
Low hanging
branchs/small Clear fallen tree
All dead / absent
away from
branches
trees blocking from footpath
footpath
the footpath

Appendix 3: 3 Year woodland management plan.

Below is the recommended work to be carried out over the next 3 years. A
More detailed explanation of the work is below.

Year 1- 2022:
•
•
•
•
•

Organise to carry out work highlighted in the above tree survey
Install a litter bin/Dog poo
Reinstate steps and bridge
Ash Dieback Survey
Reinstate circular footpath

Year 2- 2023
•
•
•
•

Safety Survey and associated works
Ash dieback re survey and associated works
Install bench/s alongside river
Reinstate remaining footpaths

Year 3- 2024
•
•
•
•

Safety Survey and associated works
Ash dieback re survey and associated works
Start selective thinning of the woodland
Create management plan for the following 3 years

Year 1

Organise to carry out work highlighted in the above tree survey:
This work should be carried out as per the recommendations in the tree survey
table. A priority is given for each job, these should be carried out in a logical
order.

Install a litter bin/Dog poo bin:
It is apparent that a common way to dispose of dog bags is by throwing them
over the boundary into the woodland when walking on the adjacent path.
Littering the boundary with rubbish. A bin should be installed to provide a
solution for this. An ideal location would be by the kissing gate to the
woodland as this is a junction of multiple footpaths.

Reinstate steps and bridge:
There are 2 footbridge on the lower path running by the river. One of these
has been destroyed by a falling tree, another is ageing and could be improved.
Throughout the woodland there are multiple sections where steps have
previous been installed, some of these are now heavily eroded. To encourage
the woodland to be used by a wider range of people these steps need to be
repaired or replaced where nessacary. Consideration should also be given to a
hand rail next to the steps.

Reinstate circular footpath:
The circular footpath is historically is the footpath which had been maintained
and should be the focused on first. In some areas the path crosses over steep
ground and is in a very poor condition. Materials can be cut from the woodland
to create a barrier to stack soil against to flatten and widen the footpaths
where nessacary. It some area the footpath may need to be rerouted to avoid
steep sections of tree roots, mainly along the top field boundary. It may in
some areas be nessacary to bring in material to create a long lasting sturdy
path.

Ash Dieback Survey:
Ash trees are one of the prominent large species and many are showing sign of
decline, most likely due to Ash Dieback disease. It would be recommended to
carry out a survey only of the prominent Ash trees to asses which trees may
need to be removed and in which order. Prominent Ash trees should be
determined by either their size or location. Decisions of removal should be
based on the following: Likely hood of causing harm or damage to people or
property, safety of the workers felling or climbing the trees, accessibility of the
tree for equipment, ability to fell the trees without causing collateral damage.
Any work highlighted by this should be carried out in the timescales suggested.
The survey should be carried out July-September when the trees are in full
leaf, this allows for the extent of the disease to be seen.

Year 2

Safety Survey and associated works:
A safety survey should be carried out to asses the trees for any faults which
may have occurred since the previous survey. It is beneficial to alternate the
seasons when the survey is carried out as this may highlight different issues,
such as certain fungal fruiting bodies only fruit during certain seasons. Any
work highlighted should be carried out in the suggested timescales.

Ash Dieback re Survey:
The nature of Ash Dieback can cause significant decline of Ash trees in very
short duration. It is recommended to carry out a survey on a yearly basis on
prominent trees.

Install Benches:
The woodland is a beautiful place where people should be encourage to visit
and spend time. Situated along side the river it provides an idealic setting to sit

and be in nature. This could and should be a focus for improving the
woodlands amenity value. Locations should be chosen throughout the
woodland to instal benches both looking out over the river and into the
woodland.

Reinstate remaining footpaths:
There is a footpath which runs from the kissing gate to the SE to the style in
the NW most corner. This is clearly used for people of pass through the
woodland and continue down the river. As with the circular paths this should
be reinstated with steps and widening and flattening the paths as appropriate.

Year 3

Safety Survey and associated works:
As for year 2

Ash Dieback re Survey:
As for year 2

Selective thinning of the woodland:
Thinning work should enhance the woodlands potential by selecting younger
trees to grow on. Thought should also be given to sight lines, so those walking
may get opportunity to have differing views into and out of the woodland as
they walk. This can be achieved by removing trees or raising the canopies of
boundary trees. A walk through with your chosen contractor/surveyor at the
time would be the best way to determine what should be removed/retained. It
is likely that this work will continue over a few years.

Create management plan for the following 3 years:

Once the work highlighted in this management plan has been carried out it
would be beneficial to review the woodland again and create a new
management plan. Hopefully by this point it would have gained more interest
from the public and seen and lot more visitors.

