
Advent Is 
Coming –
reflections

Heart of Eden Benefice



This is a stripped back version of a 
much longer Advent service, by 
candlelight which happens in Coventry 
Cathedral each year.

You may like to watch this on your own, 
or with others by screen sharing on 
Zoom; we are using it with the Heart of 
Eden Benefice churches on 29 
November.

Any joining may like to read one of the 
pages or prefer just to listen.
There are four main points for the 
reflection,

*Christ as the pre-existent Creator
*Christ has come to make peace
*Christ’s being the Light of the world, 
and
*Christ as the coming King



Opening

A great and mighty wonder

sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 A great and mighty wonder,
a full and holy cure,
the Virgin bears the Infant
with virgin-honour pure.
Repeat the hymn again! 
'To God on high be glory, 
and peace on earth to men!' 

2 The Word becomes incarnate
and yet remains on high.
And Cherubim sing anthems
to shepherds from the sky.
Refrain



3 Since all he comes to ransom,
by all be he adored,
the Infant born in Bethl'em,
the Saviour and the Lord.
Repeat the hymn again! 
'To God on high be glory, 
and peace on earth to men!' 

4 And idol forms shall perish,
and error shall decay,
and Christ shall wield his sceptre,
our Lord and God for ay.
Refrain

Mega Kai paradoxon thauma Germanus (c.634-c.732) 

Translated John Mason Neale (1818-1866)





A reading

The Lord created me at the 
beginning of his work, the first of 
his acts long ago.  Ages ago I was 
set up, at the first, before the 
beginning of the earth.  When there 
were no depths I was brought forth, 
when there were no springs 
abounding with water.

Proverbs 8.22-25



Collect

Before the mountains had been 
shaped, before the hills, I was 
brought forth.  Then I was beside 
him, like a master worker; I was 
daily his delight, rejoicing before 
him always, rejoicing in his 
inhabited world and delighting in 
the human race.

Proverbs 8.30-31



Collect

Almighty God, you have created the 
heavens and the earth and made us 
in your own image.  Teach us to 
discern your hand in all your works, 
and to serve you with reverence 
and thanksgiving; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and 
the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over 
all things now and forever.  

Amen.





A reading

A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots.  The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.  His delight shall be in the 
fear of the Lord.

Isaiah 11.1-10



He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide by what his 
ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth;  he shall 
strike the earth with the rod and 
his mouth, and with the breath 
of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Isaiah 11.1-10



Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them….

Isaiah 11.1-10



They will not hurt or destroy on all 
my holy mountain; for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious.

Isaiah 11.1-10





Collect

Almighty God and most merciful 
Father, who would have the 
kingdoms of the world become the 
kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ: 
bestow your blessing upon all who 
labour for peace and righteousness 
among the peoples: that the day 
may be hastened when war shall be 
no more, and your will only shall 
govern the nations upon earth; 
through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



Reading

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness; on 
them light has shined.

For a child has been born for us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9.2, 6 and 7



Reading

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his 
Kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and righteousness from this 
time onward and for evermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 

Isaiah 9.2, 6 and 7



Collect

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the light of 
the world, the desire of all nations, 
and the shepherd of our souls: let 
your light shine in the darkness, and 
that all the ends of the earth may see 
the salvation of our God.  By the lifting 
up of your Cross gather the peoples 
into your fold; so that there may be 
one flock, one shepherd, one holy 
kingdom of righteousness and peace, 
one God and Father of all, above all, 
and in all, and through all.

Amen.





Hymn

People, look east

sung by St Martin’s Voices

1   People, look east. The time is near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way.

2 Furrows, be glad. Though the earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the rose, is on the way.

3   Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are frozen
he for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the bird, is on the way.



4   Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the star, is on the way.

5   Angels, announce to man and beast
him who cometh from the East.
Set every peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)





Advent Collect

Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness

and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 
humility;

that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.





Reading Our Lord says, ‘Surely, I come 
quickly.’

Even so; Come Lord Jesus.

Revelation 22.20



Gospel For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. 

John 3.16-21



Gospel Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. This is 
the verdict: Light has come into the 
world, but people loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds 
were evil.

John 3.16-21



Gospel Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for 
fear that their deeds will be exposed. 
But whoever lives by the truth comes 
into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what they have done has 
been done in the sight of God. 

John 3.16-21



12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 

‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’



Readings and prayers based on Light in our 
Darkness, Coventry Cathedral, Advent Sunday, 
2006.  A 2020 version will be available online 
on 29 November.

All images from Church of England link to 
Unsplash website.                Unsplash.com

Thanks to the choral scholars and musicians 
from St Martin in the Fields, London, for the 
recorded carols.

Service streamed under license CCLI 617414.


